
A L i fe  and T imes  Story  o f  Per in ton,  a  Cana l  Town 
HISTORY SHEET 

General Information  

Name:   Town of Perinton 

Location:    County of Monroe, New York State 

Topic:       Development in this Canal Town in the 19th Century 

Description: 
The town of Perinton is one of many such canal towns that sprung up along “Clinton’s 
Ditch”, today’s Erie Canal.  When the canal opened the local economy came alive.  The 
canal opened a broad market for local products—farm produce was shipped along the 
canal in both directions, ideas spread, entrepreneurs sprang up.  

Several of the history sheets in the Perinton pages tell the story of local people going 
west to stake their claim during the California gold rush, families relocating to the mid-
western states (including some of the cobblestone masons), the revival of religious 
enthusiasm during the period of the “Great Awakening”.  These trends spread through 
many New York state communities settled along the canal and railroad lines. 

It’s the story of the life and times of the people in the canal towns as they transformed 
from a traditional agrarian community lifestyle to more urban, industry-driven economic 
pursuits. 

Below are copies of two newspaper articles which tell of Perinton’s story, referencing the 
cobblestone houses and schoolhouses and the people associated with them.
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